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Abstract

In an era where a proliferation of doubts threatens various segments of
religious communities, recognizing effective methodologies for
addressing these doubts is crucial. The sira (conduct) of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as) throughout their lives provides a valuable source for
confronting such doubts. This study, employing a descriptive method
and an analytical approach, categorizes and compiles the strategies
used by the Ahl al-Bayt (as) in addressing doubts, detailing their
approaches to different types of doubts. Given that doubt arises from
the mixture of truth and falsehood, the central strategy of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as) in all methods of confronting doubt is to “separate the
elements of truth from falsehood and challenge the false aspect of the
doubt.” Their primary methods for addressing doubts include:
utilizing the opponent’s accepted beliefs, exposing inconsistencies
within the doubter’s beliefs or actions, refuting the foundations and
assumptions underlying the doubt, employing reductio ad absurdum,
arguing by demonstrating an event that contradicts the doubt, using
analogy, referencing mahstsat (perceptibles), and applying the
principle of rational precaution.

Keywords: Doubts, The Ahl al-Bayt (as), sira (conduct),
methodology, answering doubts
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