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“Wahhabism” is a Salafi intellectual school derived from Ibn Taymiyyah’s thoughts
that has been one of the important doubt-generating centers in confronting Islamic
schools of thought in the recent century. Alongside efforts to respond to Wahhabi
Salafi doubts, one can design an offensive arrangement through scientific movement
aimed at challenging the opponent, so that in this active approach, the opponent is
placed in a reactive position and must focus their efforts on responding. Obviously,
beyond the Shia-Wahhabi confrontation, the method of internalizing confrontation
among claimants of centrality in the Sunni world creates a deeper challenge among
Wahhabi Salafis. This article seeks to answer what method can be used to utilize the
capacities of Sunni theological schools for internalizing confrontation with
Wahhabism and what points can be focused on. This study attempts to explain the
method of internal confrontation with Wahhabism as one of the doubt-generating
centers by reflecting on the distinguished position and capacity of two theological
schools—Ash’ari and Maturidi—in the Sunni world, the Ilatter of which is
intertwined with Sufi tendencies. In this regard, and as an example, four challenging
subject areas are highlighted: “rational knowledge,” “unity in divinity and lordship,”
“narration-based attributes,” and “ziyarah and intercession.”

Keywords: Wahhabism, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ash’ari, Maturidi, Doubt, Ahl al-Sunnah.
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