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"New Atheism" is an anti-God social movement that was first founded in America,

England and Australia by some scientists and writers and then spread to other parts

of the world. In addition to denying the validity of religious beliefs, this current

considers them as the source of evil and violence among humans. New atheism,

which started at the beginning of the 21st century, reached its peak after a decade

and began to decline from 2015. By examining the factors of the rise, expansion and

decline of new atheism in the western society, this article creates a proper insight

into the growth process of religious doubts in the heart of social actions. In total,

five factors for the emergence and expansion and five factors for the decline of this

trend have been identified. The current research shows that the social, political and

cultural factors governing America and the Western society have played a major role

in the growth of this trend and in its decline.
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i%fVF "#$WZWbC"?Q"p4$'0"$QD%E.L($B(+.$l"?@TM$o"20O@Q"*@Wg)M"<"*@TZ&F"/$@ZJ"�@("04",]O@."5(0"6

*M"4vE+3 "
y
$8O\"/$ZJ"5(0"B30"9W:TM"*-<"6!4$7' ?~(4"/0"p9M_OQ H0<4"2$1 "?@+sQ"6B@IZJ"*:]$)'

H$IJ0"$M"4!"*J$8OR"@"2!E%'"|4!"*REJ"OQ"*):&M 5ZZ&C"?A"B3$1 *8$A$J"H_"20O@Q"*@TZ&F"2$1 "K9@J0

BIZ�C_"?TM$o"4!"`-$o"p9(9>"�( L+'"$1 "H<9@Q"$1$@IZsA"5@(0"KB@30"*:@IZ�C_"2$1$IZsA"2OZU

*M"`1�M"5:'0! )1!"?}040"04"#$M9]"H$71"9)'EA?Q"$%J_"K9 "*@TZ&F"®04<$@M"2!E@o<"?@Q"?+)(0"X�4

*C$R$7:o0"69J409J"4<$Q *M"?A"9J0 "04"*@)(!"?@QOxC"/0"p9@M_OQ"24$:84"L+'"<"*R$7:o0"�<4"9)10E]

*M"*)(!"^M0Eo"?A"9))+Q"04"24$A"H_"<"9)($7J"­P;"H$)t71 �"9))Asee: The Week, 2018"5@(0"Kn

*Q"9(�M"!E]"*R$7:o0"p9(9> L(9Q $A"H!EQ"KB30"*U9J/"?Q"*~zQ$)TM"4!"*)(!"?TM$o"!OA4+D%4f%(%1

�-%42 "�$@:A"4!»Science, Religion, and the Search for Meaning «"<"5@(!"6X@sR�

BIo *M"Dv9:30"9(9o"!$b-0"9WJ"4!"n$)TM"2Eo< "20O@Q"24<O@["/$@ZJ"<!"65@(!"<"X@sR"?@A"9)A

?TM$o µZ1"<"9J0 *7J"04"2Or(!"2$o"�( �"!OZUSacks, 2011, p.9.(  

K3KY+q|-"W/:/-2 (Av%1+Gb-</  

*M"$%J_"KB30"LWR"<"XsR"/0"BZT&C"69(9o"XIZ�C_"*s\0"4$T' "<"?-!0"?A"04"2�Z.O1"9($Q"9)(EU
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*M"9Z(NC"910E' "$@%J_"?+)(0"/0"O�J"dO\"KX(40�rQ"4$)A"6!409J"291$'"?A"2�Z.O1"<"X(O(��Q"69))A

?Q"04"*1$r~($M/_"<"*QOxC"910E'"VW8 M"BZ734* "<"*@JwWR"?@%o<"�@("!O@+(<4"5@(0"69)@3$)'

LZ-! "<"*(0OU!$Z)Q"*REJ"9'"�z~M"H$M/"B'�U"$Q"*-<"6B'0�U",($7J"?Q"04"H$(Oo"5(0"/0"4EbM

KB30"?:P%J"H$(Oo"5(0"5gQ"4!"`�TC  

*U=(<"/0"*+( pOzIM"<"OZWbC"65Z1EC"69(9o"XIZ�C_"�J4O �>"2$1 "KB@30"*@)(!"2$@14<$Q"H!OA

?Q"04"4$A"5(0"$%J_ *M"O@�J4!",(E]"BZ-$T8"4!"B3$Z3"�("H0E)R *M"4$@A"5@(0"$@Q"<"9@JOZU "9)@'EA

04"*7(O; "K9))+~Q"6!40!"!Eo<"*)(!"2$14<$Q"20OQ"?AL5:-V.F "4!"!E@]"*:@IZ�C_"^7xC"4!"H0Or(!"<

"D$3k�hk*M"B30E]4!"!E]"H$&F$zM"/0"04$+'_"u "4!"K9@))A"pOz@IM"04"*&1�@M"#0!$W:R0"9J!OA

0"*1<OU"X30OM"5Z71"?Q"!$W:R»*IZR"#O�;"B~U/$Q! «?Q"04 "<"�@c4"$Q"p0O71"<"9):8OU"OzI7C

?($)A"$Q"04"p/EM_"5(0"6�)1_ *M"B@3!"$@%J_"4<!"B@ZT7o"K9@J!OA"¡EszM"*I)o"2$1 "�@("<"9@J!/

?Q"@" 4́�Q"�$&-"$Q"�3<OR "#O�;"H0E)R!G:#! � *M ,)A0<"f@R$Q"#$M09@c0"5@(0"K9Z�c4 "2$@1

*M"H09W:)M"K9'"24$ZIQ"2!$W:J0 ?Q"XIZ�C_"�(<OC"/0"pEZ'"5(0"9):PU µZ1 "<"B@ZJwWR"4$T@'"$Q"H0E)R

�"!409J"`3$)C"$%J_"24EbM"LZ-!see: Barber, 2012 / Smith & Cimino, 2014.(  

DBG"EV+0EBEF *M"H$~J *M"X%:@M"*(0OU!$@Z)Q"?@Q"04"H$(!0"?.OU0"9(9o"XIZ�C_"91! "4$@:8OU"69@)A

<9@Q"$%J_"KB30"p9'"`�TC"<"*(0OU!$Z)Q"<"{w@]0"<"5@(!",(09@Z>"N@~)M"p4$@Q4!"L@M$A"a@ZWbC"H

*M"24$~8$>",(E]"p$U9(!"OQ"65+7M"#$Z[O8 �"9))Asee: Wilson, 2016 .(�$Bf+u:@. ?JE7J "2$1

*M"OA�"04"!$b-0"H0O3"9):IMOZ�"<"LZ-!"H<9Q"2$1$R!0"/0"2!9T:M "2O(�@>$J!$W:J0"5Z@)t71"<0"K9)A

*($R!0"4$T'"l-$zM"04"H$J_ *M"H$' )ZQ�9  

*M"uwR0"9)sQ"209\"$Q"$%J_ *M"B($7;"H$ZQ"2!0/_"/0"?A"9))A 5ZR4!"<"9@))A ?@Q"D$@; "DE@7TM"4EF

?J$34"/0"04"H$P-$zM ´wQ<"6*R$@7:o0"2$1 �<"<"$@1 B($@3 *M"^@)M"$1 *M"$@%J_"K9@))A "?@Q"9@)(EU

BZTc0< *M"BZ710"$1 p!0!"*:c<"$M0"69)1! p$U9(!"$@Q"l-$@zM"2$1 *M"4$+@'_"H$@' "/0"6!E@'"O@ZZ�C

*M"�$):M0"H$'4<$Q *M"O�J4$@%�0"?J$TF$c"!E]"24$A"p/E;"�4$]"4!"?A"04"*J$IA"$%J_"K9))A "69@))A

*M"uE+bM *M"�$I;0"H$)t71"<"9))A "*@7A"#$@RwF0"?@A"*s}$IM"p4$Q4!"9J40!"a;"
y
wM$A"9))A

?Q"!$7:R0"$Q"69J40!"H_"HEM0OZ> @IZ�C_E�J",&@)o"5@(0"K9)@'$Q"?:'0!"*7+bM"2$1$R!0"�PJ"/<O@M0"X

?sZ&c"K2!$W:J0"O+PC" 4́�Q"57'!"6B30 "B@30"p9@'"*:@IZ�C_"?@TM$o"5@(0"*R$@7:o0"`I."*(0OU

)see: Torres, 2017.(  

B�- "?M$JI*$. BIZ�C_"lZ\EC"4! *M"*:JO:)(0"2$1 "�9(EU»5Z1EC"4!"*-$+'0"µZ1"$%J_ �ZM_ "H!EQ

*]E' 2$1 *7J"*&1�M"!0O80"$Q"H$' "!4E@M"H$'!E]"*:c<"*-<"69))ZQ*M"40O@c"*]E@' "9@c$8"69@JOZU
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ºE'"�; *T&F 9J0) «Bullivant & Ruse, 2021, p.1038"B@($R4"u9@R"6H09@W:)M"/0"24$Z@IQ"Kn

u�o"*�$P-"<"2O(�>$J!$W:J0"<"H$P-$zM"209\"H9Z)~J"62!$W:J0"O+PC"DE\0 p�Z:3"<"?J$~(9J0 "?J$(Eo

*U=(<"/0"04 p!O7@@'"9@@(9o"X@@IZ�C_"2$@@1 �"9J0Bullivant & Ruse, 2021, pp.1014-1017 .(

D%f%(%1 �-%2 *M �9(EU  

�<4 "<"?@)ZM/"5:8O@UO�J4!"H<9@Q"HE:M"LWJ"6H_"H9Z7%8"H<9Q"5(!"9WJ"LM$'"9(9o"XIZ�C_"*3$)'

?Q"04"#$}$)q:30"6$%J_"{$Z3 p$&:'0"65:8OU"O�J4!"HEJ$c"H0E)R "6a@Z7R"#$@Z%-0"$@Q"?@J$ZM$R"4<$Q"5:8OU

p!$P:@@30"®E@3 6H!OA®0�%:@@30"<"pOz@@IM"6H!OA pE@@so"*J$gZ@@'"<"24EC$@+(4$A "<"*@@)(!"H$@@7(0"H!0!

DE�IM �"B30"B(O~Q"?ZsR" 4́�Q"#$($)o"?71"20OQ"H_"5:IJ0!Sacks, 2011, p.11.(  

R3KLM };-54-95~I-2 7MGA:$#  

BI�> ?RE7xM"?Q"XIZJ49M "B@I+'"*R9@M"?@A"!40!"p4$@'0"*@r)1O8"<"2O@+8"#$@J$(Oo"/0"20

XIZJ49M p04"OQ"$%J_"K9J0 "*JEU$JEU"2$1*M"?A *M"9ZANC"6!OA"p$rJ"$Z'0"?Q"H0EC "�("?Q"*3O:3!"<"9))A

�E.4$%."/0"LW:IM"<"*)ZR"H$%o ?@Q"04"$@M"*@)1�"2$@1 *M",-$. ?Q"K9)@~A "<"�@)1O8"$@%J_"?@:PU

?)ZM/ L+'"4!"*�z'"2$1 "/0"5(!$@Z)Q"B@(0<4"?@JEUO1"$%J_"K9J40�UOZeNC"H$%o"?Q"$M"9(!"?(<0/"2OZU

*M" �!4"04"H$%o C"/0"<"9))Ap!O]"<"*r)1O8"Oq+ B(0<4 *M"�$8!"$1 "*@r)1O8"Oq+C"/0"$%J_"B($7;"K9))A

?Q"6XIZ�C_E�J",(09Z>"209:Q0"4! �7A"*REJ �"!EQ"$>EJ"H$(Oo"5(0"p9))ABullivant & Ruse, 2021,

p.1018H$%o"?JEUO1"*PJ"57�:M"?A"9(9o"!$b-0"*(0OU4$�bJ0"*-<"6n "$@Q"*&@3$)C"6!E@Q"Or(!"*)ZQ

BI �> "XIZJ49M?Q"<"B'09J BI�>"!$W:J0"�(49C H49M K!OA"H$(Oo"5(0"?J0<4"04"$1  

XsR"4$T' BI�>"$Q"!$�C"4!"
y
wM$A"9(9o"XIZ�C_"*(0OU "!$@%J"O1"HEt71"�ZJ"XsR"KB30"XIZJ49M

�("?($>"OQ"2Or(! �E.4$%."2O3 "*@r)1O8"#vE@WM"4!"?@~(4"?@A"B@30"?@:8OU"L+'"2O�J"2$1

*7J"<"!40!"*\$] "?)Z(_"04"H_"H0ECu$7C ?Q"BZTc0<"2$7J 5(0/0"K!4<_"�$I; ?@J"9(9o"XIZ�C_"O�)M "$%)C

ºEI)M"p4<!"/0"9J$7I>"�("?+sQ"6BIZJ"9(9o �"B@30"XIZJ49M"p9'Bullivant & Ruse, 2021,

p.1017BI�>"5Z71"20OQ"Kn B@IZJ49M "HE@t71"$13)4<+D%41 "<�k4E�+3V`42."04"9@(9o"X@IZ�C_"6

?Q *bg3"6*(0OU!$Z)Q"OF$] 8"4!"H!EQ,Z>"?@Q"?@oEC"u9R"<"?TM$o"4!"H_",WJ"<"5(!"X% ¥O8 "2$@1

*M"9WJ"*7sR"#$(O�J �"9))Asee: Gray, 2018 / Jones, 2015 / King Philosophy, 2017.(  

!G(%(+�BJ+D.� *M *M"40Oc"p4Eg30"LQ$WM"4!"04"XsR"?A"*J$IA"9(EU "`WR"�ZJ"XsR"!E]"/0"69)1!

p9J$M ?Q"H49M"XsR"K9J0 p9)(0�8"4EF 20 *M"|4!"04"�E[EM"5(0H$:@30!"9Z-EC"D$;4!"!E]"?A"9)A "<"$1

?Z[O8 *Q"<"LM$A"?~Z71"?A"B30"*($1 H$:30!"<"X@sR"H$@ZM"/OM"5(0OQ$)Q"S9):IZJ"�WJ @" *(0O@3 "$@(
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p4Eg30 2/$3 *M"4E�C"?A"p/09J0"H_"?Q"@ �"BIZJ"*Tgc"<"d$P'"6!E'see: European Journal of

Psychoanalysis, 2024?Q"Sn "9@)J$M"9@(9o"!$@b-0"H0O3"LQ$W:M"4EFL45:-V.F "<�E)4C "9@WJ"?@Q"�@ZJ

BI �> ?:]0!O>"XIZJ49M "K9J08(%/":@+I:[2%/2 *M "�9(EU»"p9@)(0�8"OZeN@C"$@Q"�@UO1"9(9o"XIZ�C_"2$ZJ!

?:'4 ?TM$o"2$1 B@I �>"?P@Is8"4!"{O�"?A"*:]$)' BZsc0"$@Q"9(9@'"2!49@71"<"H49M "*ME@c"2$@1

69):I1"n*&1�M"4$ZIQ"`s�0� B'09J"`3$)C) «see: Milbank, 2022.(  

V3K(�vf/-H-(a5Ga-LN/XA-L851:-l$1-2  

�"*3$Z3"BA0�JPolitical Correctness?@Q"n "4!"`@3$)M"#$@�;wM"<"�0!_"B@($R4"2$)TM

5z3 L7R"<"5:PU ?Q"SB30"H!OA ?JEU BZsc0"?@A"20 "X@IZ�C_"K9@)xJOJ"KKK<"*&1�@M"62!0=@J"2$@1

"?($>"OQ"09:Q0"H$71"/0"9(9o*Q"*-<"6B8OU"L+'"5(!"OzI7C"<"5Z1EC"�(<OC"<"�(ExC "*r�;wM

"<"!E@'"OC9(9@'"<"O:@~ZQ"p<OU"5(0"4!"?Z;<4"5(0"9'"fR$Q"H$)(9:M"H9(!40/_"?Q"B&IJ"p<OU"5(0

BZ3$I;"?7Z7["?Q"*3$Z3"BA0�J"B($R4"u9R"K9J$7J"*c$Q"5(!"OzI7C"?Q"!<9bM "?@TM$o"2$1

?Q"H$(Oo"5(0"9'"fR$Q"*QO� .OQ"�(49CH/"`I "/0"24$Z@IQ"
y
w@7R"<"!4EzQ"*:3O>!0=J"<"2�Z:3

K919Q"B3!"/0"04"!E]"H04098OF  

^7xC *M"?:]$)@'"*J$&@�R"B3E>9ZP3"H0!OM"^7xC"?Q"
y
vE7TM"*:IZ�C_"2$1 "#$@WZWbC"K!E@'

p$Z3"B30"p!0!"H$~J �"9@J40!"X@IZ�C_"?@Q"2O:7A"L($7C"6H$J/"<"H$:3E>Bullivant & Ruse, 2021,

pp.1066-1068^7o"/0"?Z-<0"O(E�C"5(0"Kn "?J$:@3O>!0=J"#04$@%�0"*@]OQ"?@Q"*@:c<"*:@IZ�C_"2$@1

*M"�4$@]"*R$7:o0"B-09R"pO(0!"/0"04"$%J_"6!E'"?7Z7["9(9o"!$b-0"OZ1$~M "K9@)A�E)4C+a42 "4!

BIA!$>"/0"*+( *M"$R!0"!E]"2$1 p$Z3"9)A "K9J40!"H$:3E>9ZP3"?Q"B&IJ"2O:7A"*'E1"pO%Q"H$:3E>

?:'EJ"4!"<0 0"u$J"$Q"2»XZ:I1"uw30"$Q"�)o"4!"$M«?Z@'$;O �>"!$%)@~Z>"6 "/0"p=@(<"*@34/$Q"p4$@Q4!"20

p$U!<O8"4!"H$J$7sIM *M"$1 *M"<0"Or(!"*($o"4!"K91! *7J"LM$'"04"H$J/"69(9o"XIZ�C_"�9(EU "S!E'

"6*:@3O>!0=J"?@Q"<0"9@'"f@R$Q"#04$@%�0"5@(0"?RE7xM"K!409J"04"*8$[0"H¶<O:30"D$;"<"�;"HE.

uw30 H/"<"*30O1 �"!E'"X%:M"2�Z:3see: Torres, 2017"�J0O@P)A"/0"�@>"BIZ�C_"H$J/"/0"*+("Kn

*Q "D$3"4!"H$(09]k�hh"4!"Y&@\"4$@%."BR$@3"4!"<0"/0"H0!O@M"/0"*@+("d4$T:M$J"B30E]4!"6u

"*-<"6!OA"*)sR"04"L:1"4EIJ$3_L5:-V.F �.EA"$Q "BZT@[<"/0"O@:%Q"4$Z@IQ"04"H_"6?@Tc0<"5(0"24$rJ0

M"H$J/"�BPU"<"9J0E]"H$7sI»·9(40!OQ"H!/"O
�
�"/0"B3! .«",)A0<L:5-V.F *Q"4! pE@so"B@Z710 "H!0!

º4"{$PC0 H$J/"{EW;"^809M"B3¶"<"B8OU"40Oc"!$W:J0"!4EM"4$ZIQ"p!0! ?'9]"04"<0"H!EQ �"!OA"40!see:

Lee, 2014 .(L5:-V.F ?Q"04"BIM"H$J/"6*-$x)o"*:Z}EC"4! "4!"O�WM"*REJ»Oc"/<$xC"!4EM5:8O@U40 «
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"<»B3!/0 H9Q"DO:)A"H!0! H$' «"p!E@Q"B@IM"O@U0"*I)o"/<$xC"H$ZJ$QOc"BPU"5Z)t71"<0"KBIJ0!

2$R!0"9($&J"69)'$Q ?Q"5z3"5(0"K!OZU"40Oc"!$7:R0"!4EM"H$' Y&c"H0E)R "9@'"*@WsC"L7R"5(0"/0"*(0!/

)see: Norris, 2014",&)o"H$(Oo"4!"KnMeToo "6�$)@'O3"BIZ�C_"H0!OM"/0"24$ZIQ"?@Q"X%:@M

"HEt71"9(9o"!$b-0"H0O3"*]OQ"K9J9'"*I)o"4$:84"®E3�V.)-+�($BJ "<I@$B":42+04EBEF "O@&14�

"?Q"uE3EM"p<OU»BIZ�C_ $+(OM0"2$1 («?Q "K9J9'"4$)AOQ"!E]"4$A"/0"*I)o"#$M$%C0"OF$]L:5-V.F "4!

^[EM"/0"�$8!"u$WM 2OZU ?%&o"!40<"
y
w7R",(E]"2$1 BIZ)78"?ZsR"2OZU "*J$@IA"04"$@%J_"<"9@'"$1

?J$%Q"D$&J!"?A"!OA"lZ\EC *J$&�R"20O@Q"20 H9@'  "D$@3"4!"K9):@I1k�h¦"6uL45:-V.F "E(9@(<"�@(

"u$J"$Q"*QEZCE(»BIZ)78 uw@30"a'$R"$1 H$(0OU 9J0 «"HE7@�M"5@(0"$@Q"6B@'0�U"|0O:@'0"?@Q"04"?@A

BIZ)78 *7J"H$'9Q"$1 �"9@JOZU"40O@c"/<$@xC"!4EM"H$J$7sIM"V3EC"9(_see: Williams, 2016"4!"Kn

?Q"<0"D$;"H$71 "*@-<"6!E@Q"p9@'"#E@R!"�@'"<"X@sR"4!"{O@'"D$7@'"�J0OP)A"4!"H0O)z3"H0E)R

?Q "?M0!04!"K9'"?:'0�U"4$)A"�J0OP)A"/0"6E}9(<"5(0"4$~:J0"OF$]D%:42%mB*+)4[:A ($@+(OM0"dE@IsZ8"*

X1"<"BIZ)78"?ZsR"*C04$%�0"6XIZ�C_E�J"*M$; �)o ?@Q"*@P)M",)@A0<"?@A"!O@A"�OgM"*(0OU "D$&J!

�"B'0!see: Torres, 2017$Q"H$M�71"Kn BIZ�C_"6#$J$(Oo"5(0 "9@)J$M"*:JO:)(0"2$1L46:1+�%4@Bf 

@ BPr@'"BIZ�C_"4$T:IM"u$J"$Q "$@("�ZrJ0The Amazing Atheist ?J$Z@~;<"4$Z@IQ"4$@:84"@@ "<"OC

B'/ "K!O@A"4$+'_"O:~ZQ"04"H$(Oo"5(0"H/"9["BZ1$M"?A"9J!0!"H$~J"!E]"/0"H$J/"$Q"?%o0EM"4!"2OC

H<�80 $Q"5(0OQ  uw30"6X+("<"BIZQ"HOc"D<0"?1!"/0"40�U XA"*30O1 ?Q"XA "<"*@P)M"`I.OQ"�("H0E)R

uw30"2$@1$R!0"O@Q"H$@)t71"9(9o"!$b-0"H0O3"*-<"69'"*WsC"*R$7:o0"B-09R9[ ?J0�Z:@3 "!E@]

*M"?M0!0 ?Q"<"9J!0! 5Z71 *M"40Oc"9WJ"!4EM"LZ-! "K9):8OU�E)C "<L:5-V.F "*@)&M"#$[0O:R0"?Q"G3$>"4!
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