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The confrontation of Morteza Motahhari with the atheistic and syncretic Marxist
movements in the 1960s and 1970s represents one of the most prominent and powerful
epistemological encounters with the discourse of doubt and imposed, imported
modernity in contemporary Iran. This experience remains relevant today, as its lessons
can be extracted and applied in countering the liberdist ideology. Nevertheless,
Motahhari’s rich historical activism has rarely been examined from this perspective,
and the frictions and contradictions based on doubt have not been adequately
represented. The present research aims to illustrate aspects of this confrontational
experience through library and documentary anaysis. This investigation reveals the
following lessons from Motahhari’s engagement with various branches of Iranian
Marxism: “the social stratification regarding the original source of doubt emergence,”
“the emergence of doubt through non-epistemic alterations in problem formulation,”
“mechanisms of doubt infiltration into indigenous intellectual frameworks,” “tracing
doubt to deep philosophical roots and tendencies,” “the convergence of doubt with
reductionist and selective narratives of religion,” “the potential for doubt to transform
into an increasing socia movement,” “the dominance of cause over reason in the
discourse formation of doubt,” “the heightened destructive impact of syncretic doubts
compared to purely atheistic doubts,” and “the primacy of intellectual counter-doubt
engagement over purely political struggle.”

Keywords: Morteza Motahhari, Marxist ideology, School of 1slam, Syncretism, Atheism.
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