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Doubts in the issues of any science can pose serious challenges to it and diminish
the credibility of that science’s subject matter. Existing doubts about the reliability
of historical data can also prevent society from benefiting from this science. Since
some historical teachings influence doctrinal beliefs and religious practices, doubts
about the reliability of historical reports may aso damage the religious beliefs of
society; therefore, recognizing the origins of doubts and their types, and responding
to them is essential for defending the religion and religious culture of society.

The present research, using a descriptive-analytical method with library sources,
first enumerates and categorizes the origins of doubts in the reliability of historical
reports, and then specifically addresses the origins of doubts in the reliability of
martyrological reports. The results of this research indicate that the origins of doubts
about the reliability of historical reports can be divided into two general categories:
nature-centered and religion/politics-centered. Furthermore, there are specific doubts
regarding the reliability of martyrological accounts that cannot be overlooked, but
by adhering to scientific criteria and implementing strategies to overcome these
doubts, we can distinguish reliable data from unreliable data, and thus benefit from
history in general and martyrological textsin particular.

Keywords: Typology of the origins of doubts, Martyrology, Historical reports, Reliability of
historical reports.
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