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Abstract

The wise God sent humans to this world for the journey of spiritual perfection and,
in His mercy, appointed the prophets as guides for humanity, so that, through divine
revelation, they could lead mankind to its ultimate destination. Throughout history,
however, there have been individuals who persistently opposed the divine prophets,
resorting to various methods of denial. One of the key aspects of the denial by these
opponents was the propagation of doubts against the life-giving teachings of these
divine messengers. Given the persistent nature of the opposition to the prophets’
teachings, it is essential to study the methods of skepticism used by their deniers. To
this end, this study extracts Quranic verses that explicitly or implicitly discuss the
reasons behind the opposition to the teachings of the prophets and, employing both
Shi’a and Sunni library-based sources, describes, categorizes, and analyzes them. In
presenting various denial arguments, deniers opposed four fundamental axes of
prophetic teachings: monotheism, resurrection, the outcomes of teachings, and their
authenticity. The analysis of the article’s findings reveals that deniers employed
three key methods: accusation, suggestion, and reliance on superficial beliefs.
Ultimately, the core of these methods was the “denial of the divine origin of the
prophets’ teachings.”
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