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Abstract

Secularism emphasizes the separation of religion from society and government,
presenting the domain of religion as limited to personal worship. Regarding the
relationship between secularism and religion, Muslim thinkers hold diverse views.
Some view Islam as compatible with secularism and, therefore, advocate for it.
However, most Islamic scholars, especially Allama Tabatabai, disagree and have
actively addressed the objections put forth by secularism. It is necessary to analyze
their critical methodologies in this domain. This paper employs a descriptive-
analytical approach, focusing on the works of Allama Tabatabai, to examine his
stance on secularism. Allama Tabatabai advocates for the comprehensive nature of
religion, viewing Islam as the agent of both worldly and otherworldly felicity, and as
addressing both individual and social dimensions. Adopting this perspective on
religion’s purview, he has opposed secularism by critiquing secularism’s
epistemological and anthropological foundations, addressing the merits of the
Islamic system compared to the shortcomings of secular systems, and discussing the
negative social consequences of secularism. Additionally, Allama Tabatabai
addressed the secularists’ objections, such as the compatibility of Islam with
secularism, the limitation of religion to personal worship, the social disorder in
Islamic societies due to Islam, and the historical nature of Islamic social rulings.
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