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Abstract

Eternal punishment ranks among the most challenging issues concerning
resurrection and divine retribution. Some argue that eternal existence in Hell does
not equate to eternal suffering, suggesting that after a period of torment, the
punishment becomes compatible with the nature of the individuals, transforming
into a state of enjoyment. These individuals raised numerous objections to those
who maintain that the punishment cannot be transformed into enjoyment. The
typology of these objections is of great importance. This article, written using a
descriptive-analytical method, categorizes these objections and presents responses to
them from the perspective of Neo-Sadraian philosophers. It is shown that these
objections can be broadly divided into two categories: rational and textual.

The crux of the response to all rational objections is that when disbelief, hypocrisy,
and polytheism completely permeate a person’s existence and become a constitutive
principle of their existence, such an individual will experience eternal punishment.
Since the person recognizes that they have been transformed into a fundamentally
different type of being, they will perpetually suffer from that torment, and it will
never become a source of pleasure for them. Moreover, it is clarified that eternal
punishment does not contradict God’s justice, as eternal torment represents the
manifestation of one’s actions and the necessary consequence of their existence.
Justice, in this sense, means giving everyone what they truly deserve. Furthermore,
eternal punishment is not in conflict with God’s mercy, as the general mercy (rahmat
rahmaniyah) encompasses all creatures, while the special mercy (rahmat rahimiyah)
is specific to the believers and does not extend to those who stray from the path.
Regarding textual objections, the reason why eternal punishment is conditional upon
God’s will and power is to demonstrate God’s absolute sovereignty. Additionally, in
verses prescribing eternal punishment for premeditated murder of believers and
usury, if such acts result from disbelief and apostasy, they necessitate eternal
punishment; however, if the individual remains a believer, the mere commission of
cardinal sins does not entail eternal punishment.
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