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Abstract

Realism or anti-realism, realism or skepticism constitute some of the most
significant discussions within the realm of sensory perception and empirical research
methodology. Throughout the history of thought, their validity has confronted
numerous challenges. Some of these challenges target all sensory perceptions, while
others focus solely on inductive propositions.

The key finding of this investigation, after examining the roots of these challenges
and categorizing them into two periods—ancient skepticism and contemporary
relativism—is that, despite the fallibility of sensory perceptions and the abundance
of evidence supporting their errors, according to the selected perspective, the
outcome of this evidence neither proves widespread nor limited forms of skepticism
or relativism. Rather, by utilizing the criterion of truth for posterior propositions,
one can distinguish between true and false sensory perceptions and empirical
propositions, thereby defending realism in the realm of posterior knowledge and
rejecting skepticism or relativism in this domain.

Another significant finding of this research is that despite contemporary challenges
to realism and relativism in sensory perception and empirical research methodology,
and the dominance of skepticism or extensive relativism in the thought of certain
philosophy-of-science scholars, inductive empirical propositions are reality-
indicative. To resolve the problem of induction and the difficulty of the
epistemological validity of posterior propositions—and indeed theoretical a priori
propositions—one may employ probability and its accumulation.
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