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Abstract

The doctrine of secularism is a product of modernity, which introduced a
perspective distinct from previous views. With the French Revolution and the
independence of the United States, the constitutions of these countries were shaped
under the influence of secularism principles. Western imperialism led to the
imposition of secular norms upon other societies. Nevertheless, the Islamic
Revolution in Iran and the establishment of the Islamic Republic presented a distinct
model—one grounded in Islamic values and standing in opposition to modernity and
its values—as an alternative to secularism. Now, after four decades since the
revolution, the model based on religious authority, in contrast to the secularist
model, offers two distinct governance paradigms to societies. Examining and
analyzing these two governance models reveals contrasting and distinct policies.
Therefore, a precise understanding of these two approaches is essential to prevent a
drift towards secularism and to strengthen values based on Islamic policymaking. In
this regard, a deep understanding of secularism requires clarification of its concepts,
components, and dimensions.
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