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Typology of Physicists’ Doubts in Denying God
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Mohammad Hassan Ghadrdan Gharamaleki

Abstract

This article categorizes and critically examines the various doubts
presented by physicists who deny the existence of God through
atheistic interpretations of the world’s creation. These doubts are
divided into three main types: those related to the conservation of
mass and energy; the possibility of a physical and mathematical
sequence of efficient causes; and the role of time in the creation of
matter. In addressing these doubts, the article argues that matter, due
to its inherent passivity, change, substantial and accidental motion,
and essential contingency, continually requires a mover and creator,
even if the eternity of matter and the impossibility of creation ex
nihilo are assumed. Furthermore, while the role of time in causality is
acknowledged, it is confined to temporal and material entities and
does not extend to the causality of supra-temporal causes.

Keywords: God, physics, matter, time, temporal, causality
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Quranic Explanation of the Method of ’Ibra
(learning lessons from incidents) in Answering
Religious Doubts and Questions
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Mohammad Javad Fallah”

Abstract

The Quran frequently utilizes the method of ’Ibra (learning lessons) to
address religious doubts and questions and to impart religious
knowledge. By drawing attention to phenomena such as death and
divine signs, the Quran demonstrates how lessons can be learned, a
technique also employed by divine prophets to persuade the public.
This article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, focusing on
Quranic verses and ‘Alawi teachings, to elucidate this Quranic
method. It analyzes the components and examples of this method,
including “narrating the stories of past nations,” “divine effects and
signs,” “traveling across the earth,” and “divine assistance and unseen
signs.” Additionally, it examines the stages and processes through
which this method is actualized according to Quranic teachings.

Keywords: The Holy Qur'an, Method of Answering, Method of
Teaching, Religious Questions and Doubts.
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Methodology for Responding to Doubts in the
Thought and Works of Allama Tabatabai and a
Brief Look at Some of His Responses to Doubts
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Abstract

In an era marked by intense attacks on religion, beliefs, and religious
foundations, Allama Tabatabai emerged as a staunch defender of
religion, providing responses to significant and fundamental doubts.
He trained a group of students who, like himself, engaged in
defending religion and addressing doubts across various fields at a
time when members of the Tudeh Party and Orientalists were actively
challenging people’s beliefs. The scope of Allama Tabatabai’s
scholarly contributions and his scientific methodologies requires
further research and critical analysis. This insightful jurist realized in
his time that to answer doubts, scientific tools should be used wisely
with practical methods. Therefore, in this field, he focused on
fundamental works before anything else: 1- Content production based
on religious foundations (the Quran and Sunnah) 2- Training wise
students 3- Strengthening the rational foundation of religion at the
elite level 4- Holding exchange of ideas sessions with other thinkers
5- Connecting with the Western world to fundamentally understand
Western thoughts and ideas.

Keywords: Methodology, answering to doubts, Allameh Tabatabai,
Quran.
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Abstract

Jurisprudential doubts refer to those that challenge the reliability of
Islamic jurisprudential teachings by attempting to portray them as not
sound or well-founded. An examination of these doubts reveals that
their content, beyond critiquing minor jurisprudential details, is
supported by broader cognitive frameworks. These frameworks
constitute the cognitive foundations of doubt, upon which a family of
related doubts is based. This study employs an exploratory-descriptive
method and utilizes documentary sources to identify the foundational
elements that give rise to jurisprudential doubts. To achieve this
objective, the research first defines jurisprudential doubt and the
foundation study approach to responding to such doubts. It then
categorizes the most frequent cognitive foundations of jurisprudential
doubts into four groups: inconsistency with human rights, opposition
to moral judgments, conflict with rational judgments, and inefficiency
in the contemporary era. The perceived conflict between
jurisprudential rulings and human rights is further subdivided into
themes concerning human dignity, the principle of human freedom,
and the principle of justice. The key finding of this research is that by
understanding the cognitive foundations of these doubts, many
jurisprudential doubts can be assessed within one of the specified
categories, thereby enabling a comprehensive response to similar
doubts.
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Abstract

A doubt is a form of confusion or misdirection strategically created to
challenge or undermine another person’s beliefs. For a doubt to
effectively engage its audience, it must possess certain characteristics:
it should present an argument, appear credible, be difficult to
comprehend, lack an accessible, clear, and strong counter-explanation,
and originate from malicious intent. Even when a valid explanation
exists, if it is not readily available to the audience, doubt may still
arise. Therefore, it is important to consider the different types of
doubts mentioned by Imam Ali (as). Raising awareness about these
forms of doubt can help protect society from the psychological tactics
employed by enemies to foster confusion. Furthermore, it is critical to
consider the approaches to overcoming doubt suggested in the
teachings of Imam Ali (as). This article emphasizes two primary
methods: the effort to clarify the truth and the strengthening of insight.
These methods serve as vital strategies for safeguarding society from
doubt and confusion, particularly in the face of the current spread of
doubt, while benefiting from the teachings of the commander of the
pious (as). The article employs descriptive-analytical methods as well
as content and concept analysis.

Keywords: Typology of doubts, Temptation of the soul, Amir al-
Mu’minin (as), Nahj al-Balagha.
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Abstract

In an era where a proliferation of doubts threatens various segments of
religious communities, recognizing effective methodologies for
addressing these doubts is crucial. The sira (conduct) of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as) throughout their lives provides a valuable source for
confronting such doubts. This study, employing a descriptive method
and an analytical approach, categorizes and compiles the strategies
used by the Ahl al-Bayt (as) in addressing doubts, detailing their
approaches to different types of doubts. Given that doubt arises from
the mixture of truth and falsehood, the central strategy of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as) in all methods of confronting doubt is to “separate the
elements of truth from falsehood and challenge the false aspect of the
doubt.” Their primary methods for addressing doubts include:
utilizing the opponent’s accepted beliefs, exposing inconsistencies
within the doubter’s beliefs or actions, refuting the foundations and
assumptions underlying the doubt, employing reductio ad absurdum,
arguing by demonstrating an event that contradicts the doubt, using
analogy, referencing mahstsat (perceptibles), and applying the
principle of rational precaution.

Keywords: Doubts, The Ahl al-Bayt (as), sira (conduct),
methodology, answering doubts
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