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Abstract

The issue of identifying the foundational premises of Qur’anic scholars and thinkers
in the field of responding to doubts has emerged in recent years. By
“foundation-identification” (mabna-shenasi) we mean the assumptions, doctrinal
beliefs, or scientific principles on which theories are built. Professor
Mohammad-Hadi Ma‘rifat, one of the prominent contemporary scholars and
specialists in Qur’anic sciences and exegesis, devoted significant attention to
Qur’anic doubts and to addressing them. The present article seeks to answer the
question: What are the theoretical foundations of Professor Ma ‘rifat in responding
to Qur’anic doubts?

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method and extracting both explicitly and
implicitly from the writings of Professor Ma‘rifat, has been organized based on
library research and Islamic-studies software tools. Some of the findings indicate
that the professor confronted the doubts through certain principles and assumptions,
such as the harmony between science and religion, the divine origin of the very
wording of the Qur’an, the Qur’an’s immunity from distortion, its freedom from
contradiction, the non-derivation of its content from earlier texts, its independence
from the cultural milieu of its time, and the non-influence of humans by unseen
entities.

Keywords: Ayatollah Ma ‘rifat, foundational-premise analysis in responding to
doubts, Ma ‘rifat’s theoretical principles, Qur’anic doubts, foundation
recognition.
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