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Abstract

Kalam, as the systematic rational defense and explication of Islamic doctrinal
beliefs, confronts a diverse array of contemporary doubts originating from
multifaceted sources, including ignorance, prejudice, philosophical presuppositions,
spiritual crises, and flawed methodologies. These developments have rendered
kalam’s responses fragmented and theoretically incoherent, underscoring the need
for a comprehensive framework capable of elucidating the historical evolution of
kalam’s roles and their contextual appropriateness in addressing various types of
doubts .The significance of this study lies in proposing a unified theoretical model
that facilitates the transition from reactive to active and proactive approaches,
thereby enhancing the efficacy of Islamic kalam in contemporary intercultural and
interreligious dialogues .Prior scholarship has largely been confined to case-specific
defensive efforts, lacking a holistic analytical model that systematically relates
kalam’s diverse roles to their functional evolution .Employing a descriptive-
analytical method grounded in library-based research, this study critically
synthesizes existing findings to construct a novel theoretical framework .The
primary finding is the introduction of the “Hierarchy of Kalam Roles” framework,
which categorizes kalam’s functions into four analytical levels: (1) Defensive-
Reactive (safeguarding core doctrines against direct assaults); (2) Expository-
Explanatory (clarifying ambiguities and rectifying misconceptions); (3)
Reformative-Renovative  (critically examining and renewing  opposing
methodologies as well as internal kalam structures); and (4) Preventive-Dialogical
(immunizing the intellectual community against future doubts and fostering
constructive dialogue with the modern world). This framework delineates criteria for
aligning each level with the origins of specific doubts and traces the transformation
of kalam from a predominantly reactive discipline to an active and proactive one.
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Kalam Roles, Theoretical Framework, Defensive-Reactive Role, Proactive
Kalam, Kalam Renewal
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