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Abstract

The Theology of Lament, as a branch of applied theology, seeks to offer a
theological explanation of mourning and the human encounter with affliction. In
recent decades, this field has encountered a wide range of misgivings (shubuhat)
across epistemological, historical, theological, and psychological dimensions,
challenging the legitimacy of mourning rituals, particularly those commemorating
the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (AS). Despite extensive research dedicated to
responding to these misgivings, the preliminary stage—namely, the recognition and
distinction of a misgiving from an epistemic question and a scientific critique—has
received less systematic methodological attention. The central problem of this study
is to provide criteria and a method for distinguishing misgivings within the field of
the Theology of Lament from epistemic inquiries and academic critiques.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this research explores the capacity of
Stephen Toulmin's model of argumentation in analyzing arguments. By integrating
this model with the indigenous foundations of Islamic shubhah studies, it proposes a
four-stage framework encompassing: the genealogy of the contexts of formation,
reconstruction of the argument structure, evaluation of diagnostic indicators, and
final typology. The findings indicate that accurately diagnosing a misgiving before
proceeding to respond plays a decisive role in selecting the appropriate approach to
dealing with it. The proposed model, by enhancing precision in argument analysis,
enables the objective differentiation of misgivings from epistemic questions based
on clear criteria. This model shifts the focal point from merely responding to
misgivings to discovering and diagnosing them, and it has practical applications in
the study of the Theology of Lament, as well as in educational and
missionary/outreach activities.

Keywords: Theology of Lament, Misgiving (Shubhah), Methodology, Stephen
Toulmin's Model, Epistemic Question.
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