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Abstract

The rapid developments in digital technologies and the spread of artificial
intelligence in recent decades have created a new communication ecosystem in
which social networks have become a key platform for the production, distribution
and consumption of meaning. In addition to educational opportunities and the
promotion of religious knowledge, this space has also paved the way for the
formation and organized dissemination of religious doubts. The present study aimed
to analyze the mechanisms of the role of social networks and artificial intelligence in
the production and spread of religious doubts. The research method is descriptive-
analytical and uses an exploratory case study on Persian Instagram (100 posts,
January 1402 to March 1402). The findings of this case study are not generalizable
to other platforms. Cohen's kappa coefficient for the reliability of coding was
calculated to be 0.78. The findings show that content recommendation algorithms,
attention economy, and echo chambers play an effective role in highlighting and
normalizing religious doubts. The results indicate that effective confrontation
requires a proactive and multi-level strategy. The present article presents solutions at
three levels: technological-content, cultural-media, and institutional-governmental.
Finally, social networks and artificial intelligence are introduced as two-faced
phenomena that, if managed purposefully, can transform from a threat into an
opportunity for deepening religious understanding.
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