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Abstract

The Principles of Philosophy and the Method of Realism, Allameh Tabataba’i, is a
foundational work in contemporary Islamic thought, written with the aim of
establishing new philosophical principles and providing a rational response to the
currents of skepticism, idealism, and materialism. The central problem of this study
is to extract and typologize Allameh Tabataba’i’s epistemological strategies and
analyze their effectiveness in addressing contemporary religious and philosophical
objections. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this article first typologizes
Allameh’s epistemological strategies—including dissolutive, differentiating, self-
referential critique, fallacy-exposing, and reductionism-critical strategies—and then
examines the operational application of this intellectual framework to three major
domains of challenging objections: skepticism and relativism, dialectical
materialism and materialism, and the alleged conflict between religion, reason, and
experience. The findings demonstrate that Allameh’s epistemological framework
goes beyond a merely defensive approach and functions as a comprehensive,
coherent, and dynamic epistemic system. Rather than providing localized responses
to changing questions, it achieves epistemic stabilization and security, as well as the
fundamental dissolution of objections, by critically examining their underlying
presuppositions.
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religion and experience; dissolution of objections.
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