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Abstract

This study addresses the following question: in media responses to Qur’anic and
theological doubts, who bears the responsibility for providing evidence, and under
what circumstances does that responsibility shift from one party to another? The
issue is especially significant in media contexts, where omission of sources,
selective quotation, and time constraints may alter the original form of a claim.
Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study examines Qur’anic verses, hadith
reports, and Imami exegetical works, and reconstructs common patterns encountered
in media monitoring and responses to religious doubts. The findings identify three
forms of responsibility: the “initial burden,” borne by the person who advances a
religious claim; the “objection burden,” borne by the person who raises an objection
or allegation; and the “explanatory burden,” which, once the minimum necessary
evidence has been presented, falls on the specialist respondent. At every stage, the
media must preserve the source, context, scope of the claim, and the possibility of
correcting errors. If a party fails to provide sufficient evidence for a claim, the
warranted response is only to withhold acceptance of that claim; its falsity cannot be
inferred solely from that failure. On this basis, the study proposes a five-stage
model: clarification of the claim, identification of the type of statement,
determination of the party responsible for providing evidence, examination and
evaluation of the evidence, and delivery of a proportionate response.
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theological doubts; Qur’an and Hadith, responding to doubts.
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